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are so few in the world that their very earnestness becomes at
once the badge of their nobility. - Dwight. John Brown Dillon
was born near Wellsburg, Brooke county, in what is now West
Virginia, and not far from Steuhenville, Ohio. When he was an
infant his father removed to Belmont county, Ohio, where the
son had the limited opportunities of instruction which the rural
schools, during the winter terms, afforded, and where he
acquired a scant knowledge of reading, writing and arithmetic.
At the tender age of nine years he lost his father, when he was
thrust upon his own resources and returned to his native
county, where he soon became an apprentice to a printer at
Charleston. Having acquired some knowledge of the art...
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