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Robert Caldwell: We has been a long time anxious to get our freedom - de precious incouragement in de
discipline of life - and it comes in time of our weakness and in time of our need. We am free tonight from de
cruel slavery days, an it lays right on our own minds to do wid our might what dy hands findeth to do which
may do something for de comfort to see better days. And God grant us de blessings to be ready to answer de
call - let it be noon or night. (Rises with broom in hand with about three straws in it, and picks up some rags
and throws them over in the corner.) And this is the first night of our freedom. | wish some of dem girls and
boys would come around. I will just clean up a little - just a few pick-ups. Mr. Robert Caldwell: | wonder whar all
de folks am tonight; things am looking mighty blue around here. | saw Old Master standing on de back porch
just before dark looking over his glasses - looking mighty melancholy since Abraham Lincoln done wrote out
dem proclamation papers dat freed us slaves. (A rap on the door.) Mrs. Robert Caldwell: Who am dat? Robert
Benjamin Valentine Johnson: It s Robert Benjamin Valentine Johnson, de banjo boy. Mrs. Robt. Caldwell: You
come in right now, Robert Benjamin Valentine Johnson. Robert Benjamin Valentine Johnson: Say, | am all
mixed up tonight; as | was coming here, | met some white folks and dey said, There goes one of...
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