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Subject: SARS (Disease) -- United States -- Prevention. Excerpt: . . . over the patients nose and mouth - if this was
not feasible, the patient should be asked to cover his or her mouth with a disposable tissue when coughing,
talking, or sneezing. Transmission control guidelines for community settings incorporated many of the same
types of measures for containing the spread of SARS as 12 recommended for health care settings. CDC
published SARS transmission control guidelines for two community settings - the workplace and households.
The workplace guidelines recommended frequent hand washing with soap and water or waterless alcohol-
based hand rubs. Along with handwashing, guidelines for household transmission control included the
following: Infection control precautions should be continued for SARS patients for 10 days aIer respiratory
symptoms and fever are gone. SARS patients should limit interactions outside the home and should not go to
work, school, out-of-home day care, or other public areas during the 10-day period. During this 10-day period,
each patient with SARS should cover his or her mouth and nose with a tissue before sneezing or coughing. If
possible, a person recovering from SARS should wear a surgical mask during close contact with uninfected
persons. If the patient is unable to wear a surgical mask, other people in the home should wear one when in
close contact with the patient. Disposable gloves should be considered for any contact with body fluids from a
SARS patient. Immediately aIer activities involving contact with body fluids, gloves should be removed and
discarded, and hands should be washed. Gloves should not be washed or reused, and were not intended to
replace...
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