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the year 2012 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Literature, grade: 14, Justus-Liebig-University Giessen
(Anglistik), course: Seminar: Political Dickens, language:
English, abstract: The era of Victorian England was a time of
great social and reformatory transformation driven by the
consequences of the industrial revolution. The metropolitan
areas, particularly the city of London, underwent enormous
demographic and social changes. In order to cope with crime,
different legal measures were applied. Until 1815, criminality
was handled according to the Bloody Code, which came close
to draconian punishment. The problem of poverty was tackled
with the establishment of parish workhouses under the New
Poor Law. They were built to relieve the poor and segregated
them from the rest of society. In the course of the 19th century
public executions ceased to exist in England, prison reform was
initiated, the importance of hygiene as a basic need was
recognized, and the catalog of offences punished by death was
significantly reduced. All of these reforms resulted from
political endeavors of groups and individual people who
fought for the realization of their political intentions over a...
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